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Art Education JAMES M. CLRIE

Organizations Voice Support
for Art Education
The current renaissance in art educa-
tion began over a decade ago with the
back-to-basics movement. Many states
passed legislation mandating that state
education agencies review the curricu-
lum to determine what subjects are
essential to a child's education. As a
result, the three Rs were re-empha-
sized, and the arts gained fresh rele-
vance as a basic course of study in a
balanced curriculum.

Instructional leaders, professional
organizations, and private foundations
have become increasingly committed
to the visual arts in education and have
produced a number of reports and
studies. Among these, the Getty Trust's
Beyond Creating:The Place for Art in
America's Schools' has received wide-
spread and serious attention. The re-
port recommends a discipline-based
approach to art education consisting
of art production, art history, criticism,
and aesthetics. As the debate over the
proper content and approach to art
education continues, instructional
leaders at all levels are joining art
educators in lively discussion of the
purposes of art education in schools.

In addition, numerous organiza-
tions have voiced support for arts edu-
cation.2 Many of them also support
Quality Art Education: Goals for
Schools,3 a statement of the National
Art Education Association that empha-
sizes three major goals for art
education.

1. All elementary and secondary
schools shall require students to com-
plete a sequential program of art in-
struction that integrates the study of
art production, aesthetics, art criti-
ciem, and art history. Two subsidiary
goals are for art instruction to be

conducted by teachers certified in art
and for visual arts courses to be re-
quired at all levels. Nine states now
mandate certified art educators in
grades K-12. More states need to rec-
ognize that specialists in art are as
essential to a child's education as they
are in music, physical education, or
reading. Also, visual communication
skills do not cease to be important
when a child completes elementary
school and then regain relevancy
when a child reaches high school. Too
many junior high and middle school
students are being deprived of a visual
arts education.

2. For graduation from high school,
every student shall be required to com-
plete at least one year of credit in one
of thefine arts. The National An Educa-
tion Association states that "although
one year of visual arts instruction is
not sufficient to ensure the rich learn-
ings one could gain from a complete
program in art," one quality course of
study in the visual arts could give
"students insight into how art affects
and influences their lives" Effectively
planned, such a course of studv could
"help students interpret the visual ma-
terial they encounter daily and make
decisions about visual experiences
that are based on understanding and
knowledge.... Visual illiteracy is as
inexcusable as is verbal or mathemati-
cal illiteracy; society needs citizens
whose awareness of the quality of
their visual surroundings is such that
they will strive throughout their lives
to improve it and enhance it." Twenty-
three states now require art as a part of
high school graduation requirements,
and more are expected to follow suit.
According to the National Art Educa-
tion Association, an acceptable course
of study in the visual arts should in-
clude in-depth study in the techniques

of at least one art medium; practice in
several media; and studies in art his-
tory, aesthetics, aind criticism.

3. For admission to a college or
university, every student shall be re-
quired to have at least one year of
credit in the visual arts. The college
board considers the arts to be one of
the six "basic academic subjects" valu-
able to a high school student's prepa-
ration for college. Although only four
states now mandate or recommend
the arts as a basic academic subject for
preparation for college, a number of
states have proposals under
consideration .

1 Getty Center for Education in the
Arts, Beyond Creating The Place for Art in
Americas Schools (Los Angeles: TheJ. Paul
Getty Trust, 1985). Educators may receive a
complimentary copy of the report by writ-
ing to: The Getty Center for Education in
the Arts, 1875 Century Park East, Suite
2300, Los Angeles, CA 90067-2561

2. These organizations include the As-
sociation for Supervision and Curriculum
Development, Council for Basic Education,
National Association of Secondary School
Principals, National Association of State
Arts Agencies, National Commission on
Excellence in Education, National Confer-
ence of State Legislators, National Endow-
ment for the Arts, National Parent-Teacher
Association, and the National School
Boards Association.

3. National Art Education Association.
Quality Art Education: Goals for Schools,
An Interpretation (Reston, Va.: National Art
Education Association, 1986). Educators
may purchase single copies for S2 by writ-
ing to NAEA, 1916 Association Dr., Reston,
VA 22091.

James M. Claike is Elementary and Sec-
ondary Art Consultant, Aldine School Dis-
trict, 14910 Aldine-Westfield Rd., Houston,
TX 77032.
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