
BARBARA HEFFERNAN AND SUSAN CASEMENT

The Same News 
Can Be Different

By comparing foreign newspapers with the New
York Times, students at Minerva DeLand School in

Fairport, New York, are learning firsthand how
cultural perspectives differ.

A s teachers of 9th and 10th grade 
Enriched English, we wanted 
to do something exciting for 

students, something that would chal 
lenge them to work actively with 
language How could we help them 
appreciate the power of the written 
word? How could we get them to 
question the printed word? How 
could we give them practical experi 
ence in critical thinking? How could 
we enable them to teach one an 
other?

After much contemplation, we had 
an inspired idea. We would subscribe 
to a number of foreign newspapers (in 
English translation) and design les 
sons to stimulate our students to sus 
pect and detect cultural bias We 
would use a few newspapers from 
each continent, published and trans 
lated in the country of origin: Ger 
many. England, the U.S.S.R., India, 
China, the Philippines, Zimbabwe. 
New Zealand, Argentina, Nicaragua. 
Saudi Arabia, and Israel. We wanted 
students to draw their own conclu-

When they compare bow newspapers from different countries cotvr the same etvnt. Enriched 
Kn/flish students learn, for example, thai bias can be revealed in utxtt k printed or is mx printed

sions about the style, slant, and validity 
of each paper

Getting the newspapers would be

easy, we thought We were wrbng 
First, we called the local news agen 
cies They could provide only the Lon
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Students compared a 
foreign article with 
an American article 
on the same subject 
to analyze 
differences and 
determine biases.

don Sunday Times. Next we called the 
public library They couldn t help us; 
neither could the rwo local universi 
ties. We asked our school librarian, 
Belinda Connor, for help She called 
the New York City Public Library 
Nothing. We began to lose hope

Luckily, in late autumn Belinda at 
tended the New York State Library 
Conference. There she sought the 
help of other librarians, one of whom 
suggested that she contact the United 
Nations. Belinda went to the U.N., 
where she wa$ granted a special pass 
to use the library. Open sesame! She 
was shown newspapers from around 
the world in English translation and 
allowed to keep several back issues.

When Belinda returned with her 
treasures, we set to work. We read the 
papers, selected those we wanted to 
use, and wrote for subscriptions We 
waited weeks for replies; by March, 
only four publishers had responded. 
Not wanting to wait until the following 
year to implement the unit, we forged 
ahead with the materials we could get: 
Pravda, the London Times, the Bom 
bay Free Press Journal, and the

Through this 
project, students 
became aware of the 
plurality of opinions 
that exist in the 
world.

Buenos Aires Herald We ordered 10- 
week subscriptions of each We also 
collected copies of the New York 
Times to use for comparison.

We decided that students would 
work in the library for six to eight class 
periods, in cooperative groups of four 
or five Each group member would 
read three issues of a newspaper and 
complete three of the worksheet sets 
we had developed,

The Lesson in Progress
In the library, each group worked at its 
own table. As the groups spread out 
and developed their own work styles, 
we heard animated discussions. Stu 
dents were surprised by the stories 
included by some papers and omitted 
by others.

Following their worksheets, stu 
dents first worked independently to 
analyze three issues of a newspaper: 
they located the country of origin on a 
map, named three of its major cities, 
and found its population. Next they 
read, summarized, and determined 
the bias of three major headline sto 
ries Then they perused an entire issue 
for an overview of the paper's compo 
sition and format. Next they summa 
rized editorials and stories of particu 
lar interest and determined the pa 
per's chief foreign and domestic 
concerns.

After completing their individual 
analyses, students worked in groups to 
complete items 1-5 on the overall
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group analysis sheets (fig. 1). This took 
no more than one class period During 
the next few class periods, students 
again worked independently to com 
plete item 6. This item required com 
paring a foreign article with an Amer 
ican article on the same subject to 
analyze differences and determine bi 
ases Students were occasionally frus 
trated trying to locate comparable ar 
ticles in the American press; IVeus- 
u'eek. Time, I'.S.A Today, and the Neu' 
York Times were the best resources 
Once the students located an article, 
they were excited; they didn't want any 
help 1

Class time was allotted for students 
to present their work on the items in 
Figure 1, including the transparencies 
prepared for item 6 In this way, stu 
dents' work was "published." The 
groups' frequent comments on one 
another's presentations showed their 
deep interest. Students were thinking, 
sharing, learning and enjoying it We 
were enjoying it, too This was teach 
ing as we wanted it to be

Student I eedback
When all the presentations had been 
completed, the students were given a 
questionnaire We first asked, "What in 
general did you learn from all this?" 
Students' responses included:
  "Bias can be reflected in what is 

printed or in what is not printed."
  "One incident can be told in 

many different ways."
  "Different types of governments 

expose issues to different extents "
  "There are common concerns 

among rival nations "
  "Many foreign papers withhold 

or twist information to keep the peo 
ple content."

1. Was there any story and/or incident that seemed to take precedence in your papers? 
If so, explain the story.

2. What were two other important issues related in the paper? Explain briefly

3. Explain the general makeup of the paper

4. Relate any unusual, interesting, and/or stimulating stories.

5. Other comments.

6. Each member of the group must prepare a transparency addressing the (allowing: 
a. Choose one article from your newspaper. (Each person choose a diffeieiH subject.)

Write a summary sentence.
b. Read an article on the same subject in an American newspaper or magazine, 
c. What are their similarities? 
d. What are their differences? 
e. What is the bias of each?

fig. 1. Overall Group Analyiif

  "I learned how biased American 
newspapers are
  "Different countries find different 

things important"
  "My views on important topics 

were one-sided."
We next asked students about the 

specifics they had learned, Their re 
sponses included:
  "Most articles in the Buenos Aires 

paper were taken from other coun 
tries "
  "The London Sunder}' Times is 

much like the Nett' York Times'
  "American papers do not include 

European opinions on world issues "
  "Other countries see Libya as a 

victim of the U.S."
  "The London Times contains no 

cigarette or alcohol ads."
  "Prai'da doesn't report any 

crimes."
  "I was surprised by the abortion

For Information

To subscribe to Pravda in English translation, contact Associated Publishers, Inc., 
2233 University Ave., Ste. 225, St. Paul, MN 55114.

For information about other foreign newspapers, refer to The Eumpa Yearbook. 
28th ed., London: Europa Publications, Ltd., 1987. This book is available in North 
America from Gale Research, Book Tower, Dent. 77748, Detroit, Ml 48277-0748. 
Tel.: 1-800-223-GALE.

and lottery ads in the Free Press Jour 
nal ( Bombay)
  "Prafda presents such an ideal 

society, the citizens must noi believe it 
because they know their lives are far 
from perfect "

From these responses, we knew we 
had met our objectives: they had 
learned about cultural bias and the 
power of words through reading, 
thinking, writing, speaking, and listen 
ing. Unanimously, the students be 
lieved the unit was worthwhile and 
recommended that it be continued. 
This response confirmed our belief 
that the project had been as stimulat 
ing for the students as it had been for 
us

The project achieved another im 
portant purpose: students confronted 
the plurality of opinions that exist in 
the world. They learned that perspec 
tives differ and that the same events 
can mean different things to different 
peoples With this heightened aware 
ness, students came to recognize their 
own biases. Comparing the same news 
in different newspapers helped our 
students become better citizens at 
home and in the world.D

Barbara Heffcman and Susan Case 
ment are English Teachers. Minerva De- 
Land School. 140 Hulbun Rd, Fairpon. NY
14450.
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