
"correctness" of the answer or perfor 
mance. In the real world, difficulties 
require us to represent the problem, 
set goals, and plan solutions; there 
fore, detecting whether students can 
tackle such problems is an important 
function of assessment.

With the ground-breaking work be 
ing done on science assessment in 
Great Britain and complementary 
work being done in the U.S. in assess 
ing higher-order thinking and prob 
lem solving, we can look forward to 
new strategies for assessing children's

science learning, strategies that rein 
force and support "hands-on, minds- 
on" science teaching and learning.!!]
Susan Loucks-Horsley is the Associate 
Director of The National Center for Im 
proving Science Education, 290 S. Main St., 
Andover, MA 01810

The Library REBECCA T. BINGHAM
Integrating the Library 
into the Curriculum
When school libraries expanded to 
include the widening array of audiovi 
sual and nonprint resources, they be 
came learning laboratories, places to 
learn how to learn The role of the 
school librarian began to expand ac 
cordingly No longer limited to shelv 
ing books and searching the card cat 
alog—or, at best, teaching "library 
skills" in isolation—the librarian is 
now a media specialist who acts as a 
consultant to classroom teachers and 
plays an active role in helping students 
learn content.

For far too long, the rigid schedul 
ing of classes into the library, espe 
cially at the elementary level, had pre 
cluded teacher-librarian planning, 
allowing faculty to regard the library 
experience more as a departmental 
ized content area (a chance to grade 
papers) than as a learning activity in 
tegrated with classroom instruction 
Then, Ux>, the preoccupation of the 
librarian with processing materials 
and managing clerical duties often 
made teachers reluctant to ask for 
cooperative assistance.

But technology is changing this: au 
tomation of their routines is freeing 
librarians to expand their role in de 
veloping students' information literacy 
and in helping teachers plan instruc^ 
tion. And new concepts of their role 
are recasting librarians as specialists 
responsible for an information curric 
ulum that extends far beyond tradi 
tional library skills. They are prepared to 
teach the use of information sources in 
the context of each subject in the curric 
ulum, to team teach with every teacher 
in the building.

Further, librarians can team with

teachers as members of curriculum 
committees, textbook committees, and 
school improvement groups, as well 
as in the daily teaching of curriculum 
units. Moreover, the librarian is the 
only professional in the building who 
is in day-to-day contact with every 
teacher and administrator and who 
teaches each pupil every year that the 
pupil is in the school.

Indeed, Ernest Boyer, at a conven 
tion of the American Association of 
School Librarians in July 1985, as 
serted that educational excellence 
would be attained only as librarians 
participate in the effort and libraries 
are vitalized. He observed that librari 
ans are well placed to serve as curric 
ulum leaders across the disciplines. 
Further, as Shirl Schiffman (1987) con 
tended, "the time is ripe for develop 
ing and marketing the services of the 
new, information-age school library 
media center "

The librarian is now 
a media specialist 
who acts as a 
consultant to 
classroom teachers 
and plays an active 
role in helping 
students learn 
content.

For ideas about what a school media 
library can be, see Information Power: 
Guidelines for School Library Media 
Programs ( 1988), a set of national 
guidelines intended to aid local edu 
cators in making decisions about the 
effective use of information and ideas 
by students, staff, and parents This 
document details tRe role of media 
specialists in bringing library' re 
sources to bear on classroom learning 
and in the corresponding full integra 
tion of the library media program into 
the curriculum—in partnership with 
teachers, administrators, and parents.

Public demands that schools do a 
better job can make teachers feel the 
need of far more help than they see 
any chance of receiving But they don't 
have to go it alone, not if they will 
remember that school librarians are in 
deed library media teachers, prepared 
to team with their colleagues in integrat 
ing information concepts, information 
search skills, and thinking skills into 
classroom learning experiences.D

.Vefe

American Association of School Librarians 
and Association for Education Commu 
nications and Technology (1988) Infor 
mation Pouvr Guidelines for Soboo/ 
library Media Pro-ams Chicago and 
Washington. DC: author

Schiffman. S (198"7 ) 'Influencing Public 
Education: A 'Window of Opportunity' 
Through School Library Media Centers." 
Journal of Instructional Detvlofment
10. 4: 41-44.

Rebecca T. Btagham is Director of Li 
brary Media Services. Jefferson County 
Public Schools, Library Media Services' 
Durrett WucaUon Center, 4409 Preston 
Highway, Louisville, KV 40213
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