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i at me miuurc :»-._*—. . -sting to a family breakup and described behaviors UHHJ.C.. ., r._ , 
;iMig the crisis. Parents were nodding their heads in agreement; a number of them 

~sgan to share concerns with each cither, and a lew stayed late to chat with the

therapists.To evaluate our efforts we held debriefing sessions for teachers and central office 
supervisors; and we solicited feedback from parents and students in the program. 
The teachers noted especially their own increased awareness of the difficulties their 
students had encountered and their ability to respond sensitively as a result But the 
students made the most rewarding comments of all, such as: "It was good to make 
Mends" and "It made me feel better to know that other people in the school had the 
same problems" and "Thanks for taking the time to care."
JMtti Ray Row is Principal, North Springfield Elementary School, 7602 HemingCX,
Springfield, VA 22151. He initiated this program as a principal in Knoxville,

f««wssee.Tennessee

classes—in short, abstractions we do 
not have to touch In fact, only once in 
A Nation at Risk is the word children 
used

Seek the Child's Perspective
Thomas Jefferson, playing out one of 
the first schemes for public education 
in America, argued that the mission of 
schools should be to make children
'useful instruments for the public 

And we've been talking in these utili 
tarian terms ever since Our need to
produce' these instruments" might 

be why we put so much emphasis on

workbooks, tests, and quantitative 
measures of children s progress

Regardless of the motivation, public 
policy matters are viewed, all too of 
ten, from the perspective of an adult, 
not a child The call for better schools 
is often framed in terms of a desire to 
make America more competitive in 
foreign markets Certainly, this is cru 
cial, but it has little to do with the 
needs of children

Many teachers surveyed share this 
concern they contend that pressures 
within the classroom are too great and 
may result in children's 'turning off" 
to learning A kindergarten teacher

Teachers contend 
that pressures 
within the 
classroom are too 
great and may 
result in children's 
"turning off" to 
learning.

with 18 years experience in rural 
Pennsylvania voices her uneasiness

I am extremely concerned about the 
stress our children are exposed to We 
don't seem to allow our children to be 
children any more The push is for earlier 
learning—do it faster' It all starts m the 
elementary grades The children arc not 
able to learn in a relaxed atmosphere We 
no longer have time to read a story every 
day. do creative dramatics, learn through 
experimentation, and review previous 
learning

A primary school music teacher in 
suburban New Jersey speaks for many 
colleagues when she criticizes the 
pressures caused by the growing reli 
ance on test scores to measure stu 
dents—and teachers'—performance

In the large, affluent suburb w-here I 
teach, the pressure is on the kids and the 
teachers from kindergarten through high 
school to get go«xi grades, bring up the lest 
scores, and be the best (on the test) 
Cla.ssr(x>rn teachers are locked into curric 
ulum, scheduling, and test preparation that 
leave little lime for innovation, creativity, 
or diversity m teaching Those teachers 
who would like to have the freedom to 
exercise their professional judgment are 
discouraged and frustrated Of course, the 
competitive atmosphere affects students. 
t(x> Somewhere the meaning of education 
has been lost

Teachers understand exactly what is 
lost when a testing mentality takes 
over A 2nd grade teacher in suburban 
California describes her frustration

We must get them through workbook 
after workbook We musl make them pro 
duce on paper to be verified by all We feel 
guilty doing an an lesson or having a 
wonderful discussion

Because elementary school teachers 
know how vital excellent teaching is in 
the early years, they are baffled and 
disappointed that few others share this
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