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Megatrends Author 
Foresees the 
Millennium

At a recent 
symposium in 
Chicago, Naisbitt 
discussed what he 
concludes will be 
the 10 major trends 
in the 1990s.

J ohn Naisbitt, who earned his for 
tune-telling reputation with his 
prescient best-seller. Megatrends, 

recently completed a book with the 
working title "Millennium Trends: The 
Megatrends for the 1990s," which is 
due out by the end of this year. At a 
Chicago symposium hosted by the 
Illinois Association of School Boards 
in April 1989, Naisbitt shared his pre 
dictions of the 1C most important 
trends that will characterize the com 
ing decade

1. "The big story of the 1990s will 
not be high-tech, but a renaissance in 
the arts, in literature, and in spiritual 
ity " According to Naisbitt, the acceler 
ating pace and complexity of modern 
life is upsetting our balance. We'll seek 
to regain a 'sense of meaning by reex- 
amining our humanity: "Science and 
technology don't tell us what it means 
to be human. The arts and literature 
and religion do that."
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2. The coming decade will witness 
the end of the welfare state and the 
death of socialism I n all industrial 
ized countries this is happening," 
commented Naisbitt. "It will continue 
for the rest of the century " He sees the 
worldwide privatization trend as most 
important: "More than 80 countries 
are engaged in it. Over half of Britain's 
work force has been shifted from pub 
lic to private employment." In the U S., 
he added, the postal system will be 
privatized. And, in the Soviet Union: "A 
year ago there were 60,000 private 
enterprises There are now over one 
million."

3 "English is emerging as the world 
wide language " More than a billion 
people worldwide speak English, two- 
thirds of all scientific papers are pub 
lished initially in English, and more 
than one-fourth of all Chinese arc- 
studying English. if

4. "Also on the horizon is the emer 
gence of the Age of Biology" Naisbitt

elaborated, "All biological systems are 
information-feedback systems. Physics 
was the communications model be 
fore. Now we are increasingly using 
the language of biology " For example, 
farmers will s<xjn spend less money 
on chemicals and more on genetically 
engineered seeds, which will carry 
their own frost and drought resistance 
The alarming aspect of this trend is in 
the area of human genetic engineer 
ing. Naisbitt warned. "The ethics of 
biotechnology will be among the great 
debates of the 1990s To paraphrase 
Darwin, the debate will center on un 
natural selection "

5. "We'll see a shift from the domi 
nance of the Atlantic culture to the 
dominance of a Pacific culture " Ac 
cording to Naisbitt, "A new world cul 
ture is rising on the Pacific rim. The 
Atlantic is the ocean of the present, the 
Pacific is the ocean of the future."

6. Also ahead is "the decline of cities 
and the growth of the electronic heart-
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land " The industrial revolution cre 
ated great cities in which workers 
lived their whole lives within walking 
distance of their workplaces Today 
electronic technology allows an un 
broken link between work and home, 
permitting people to move to more 
livable rural areas "If cities did not 
exist." remarked Naisbitt. "it now 
would not be necessary to invent 
them "

7. "Worldwide free trade" will also 
characterize the 1990s Underneath 
this development is a counter-trend of 
protectionism, but we are nevertheless 
moving toward a unitary global econ 
omy "Agreements between countries 
arc increasing," Naisbitt observed. 
"Brazil and Argentina are negotiating 
what may become a South American
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common market" The global eco 
nomic boom of the next decade will 
lead to "a period of accelerating com 
petition " Naisbitt elaborated "Interest 
rates will be contained because there is 
plenty of capital in the world today"

8. " There is no limit to growth All 
things that come out of the ground are 
in permanent oversupply Taxes are 
coming down everywhere We are bc- 
ginning to attend to our global envi 
ronment " That is, we are attending to 
every condition that might limit future 
growth, from shortages of raw materi 
als to overtaxation and environmental 
costs.

9 "The era of globalization has 
hegun " Naisbitt explained, "There 
have been no wars among the 44 
wealthiest nations since 194S. The

Cold War is clearly over The post-war 
era is clearly over."

10 "Our human resources are our 
competitive edge " Naisbitt continued: 
"In this regard, no country in the 
world is better positioned for the fu 
ture than the U.S. We have the richest 
mix of racial, ethnic, and global expe 
rience, which yields creativity The 
US. has produced 160 Nobel Prize 
winners; Japan has produced 4 That is 
not an accident "

Concluding his address at the sym 
posium. Naisbitt pronounced: "A mil 
lennium is a powerful thing The last 
time, in the 990s. as we moved loward 
it people went a little nuts Priests 
thought it would signal the end of the 
world So the year 2000 will exagger 
ate everything we are doing The 
1990s." Naisbitt said, "will be the most 
exciting decade of our lives."D
Gary Adkins i s Assistant Director for 
Communications. Illinois Association .of 
School Boards. 1209 S Fifth St.. Spring 
field. IL 62TB
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