
Focus on Literature:
A Context for 

Literacy Learning
Joy F Moss 

Richard C. Owen, Publishers, Inc. 1990
—Reviewed byjanice Tomlinson. Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina

How do we integrate language arts? 
Elementary teachers across the coun 
try are trying to answer that question 
Why not use the theme approach?

In the first two chapters of this book 
Moss explains briefly the history of 
reading theory and brings the reader 
up' to date with the whole language 
approach. Next, she shows how the 
focus theme is a natural way to teach 
whole language An advocate of the 
use of dialogue in the classroom, she 
gives the teacher activities (not runoff 
sheets), ways to use themes for various 
grade levels, and ideas for teaching all 
communication skills At the end of 
each theme section is a valuable bibli 
ography of related books

Available from Richard C. Owen, 
Publishers, Inc., 135 Catonah Ave., Ca- 
tonah, NY 10536.

Japanese Schooling:
Patterns of Socialization,

Equality, and Political
Control

Edited by James J. Shields, Jr
The Pennsylvania State University Press.

___________1989___________
—Reviewed by Lucien Ellington, University
of Tennessee, Chattanooga.

Systematic reflection on education is 
an essential intellectual task for class 
room teachers However, effective tools, 
particularly ones that transcend cultural 
boundaries are always needed for this 
task Japanese Schooling, an anthology 
of 21 articles by various scholars is such 
a tool Japanese and American beliefs 
and practices about learning, curricular 
practices and educational reform consti 
tute only a few examples of the broad 
range of topics in the book

Reviews

John Singleton discusses how each 
culture's basic beliefs on the effort- 
versus-ability question affect educa 
tional practice. Benjamin Duke also 
discusses the contrasting ways Japa 
nese and American educators define 
the concept democratic education

Japanese students receive a strong 
message from the adults with which 
they interact: Intelligence differences 
are minima] and what makes for 
school success is how hard an individ 
ual works In contrast, most American 
youngsters receive messages from par 
ents and educators that people have 
different ability levels, which signifi 
cantly affect achievement. In his chap 
ter on mathematics, Harold Stevenson 
documents quite well the different ef 
fects of these contrasting cultural mes 
sages. Half of all Japanese mothers but 
only 5 percent of American mothers of 
the large sample of elementary chil 
dren Stevenson interviewed agreed 
with the proposition that how far a 
child goes in school depends on how 
hard he or she works.

The majority of recent works on 
Japanese education including Shield's 
book, describe strengths and weak 
nesses of Japanese schools This objec 
tive approach makes all the difference 
in the world to those of us who wish to 
really understand Japanese and Amer 
ican education.

Available from The Pennsylvania 
State University Press, 215 Wagner 
Building, University, Park, PA 16802. 
$24.95 cloth.

Eager to Learn
Raymond J Wlodkowski

and Judith H Jaynes 
Jossey Bass Inc. Publishers. 1990

—Reviewed by Katie Johnson. Seattle, 
Washington

This is a cheerful book, treating a 
subject that has often generated dis 
couragement, if not despair The 
opening chapter "Motivation," names 
and clearly states the problem: Why do 
children who are so eager to explore 
and acquire the world as preschoolers

become less and less motivated to do 
so as they go through school? The 
question is of dramatic interest to par 
ents and teachers; the authors (an ed 
ucational psychologist and a family 
therapist from Washington State) give 
equal time to both as well as sugges 
tions to help parents and teachers talk 
to each other about their children 
Eager to Learn is written in real lan 
guage, avoiding educationese, in an 
evenhanded and reasonable tone that 
falters only in the section on televi 
sion: "(it) is severely polluted. Like 
contaminated water, it can appear 
seemingly harmless and inviting" (p. 
49).

In this upbeat book of strategies 
designed to help adults help our chil 
dren, the authors deal with family and 
school as they are now structured. 
Whether these systems are changing 
or need to change is not within its 
scope. Eager to Learn is not inter 
ested in changing systems It is a read 
able and practical guide for dealing 
with the schools, families, and chil 
dren we have right now

Available from Jossey Bass Inc., Pub 
lishers, 350 Sansome St., San Fran 
cisco, CA 94104.

Career Stages of 
Classroom Teachers

Betty E Stegy
Technomic Publishing Company, Inc, 

___________19K>__________ 
—Reviewed by Judy-Arin Krupp, Manches 
ter, Connecticut

Steffy's key premise that nothing 
happens in a school "unless and until 
the administration is familiar with the 
teacher's concepts" (p 8) means lead 
ers must get to know teachers as peo 
ple and focus on more than mere 
observable behaviors To help admin 
istrators and staff developers under 
stand the whole teacher, she delin 
eates a five-pan career stage model; 
anticipatory, expert/master, renewal, 
withdrawal—initial, persistent and
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deep—and exit She describes the 
characteristics of each stage, and then 
discusses inservice, supervision, cur 
riculum monitoring and rewards for 
teachers at each stage.

She admonishes school leaders to 
promote renewal and continued growth 
of expert/master teachers by recogniz 
ing signs of withdrawal, then interven 
ing and keep teachers from reaching 
"deep withdraw." She suggests ways for 
federal, state, and local authorities to 
foster renewal, including changes in 
leadership, teacher empowerment, 
teamwork, and concentrating on intrin 
sic motivators rather than extrinsic sat- 
isfiers. Steffy presents controversial 
ideas (such as mandatory retirement 
after 20 years or else re-certification) as 
well as a frank, open, and scathing anal 
ysis of some federal and state ap 
proaches to education (for example, 
politicians who want instant band-aids 
for deep and lasting problems), and a 
critical review of the Carnegie Report 
recommendations

Career Stages of Classroom Teach 
ers emphasizes the need to treat teach 
ers as individuals, to know those we 
try to motivate, and to recognize that 
dull teachers come from schools that 
require conformity, stability, and rou 
tine The burden for change rests not 
only on the teachers but also on the 
school system and its administration

Available from Technomic Publish 
ing Company, Inc., 851 New Holland 
Ave.. Box 3535, Lancaster, PA 17604

Enquiring Teachers, 
Enquiring Learners

Catherine Tu'omey Fosnot 
Teachers College Press,

— Reviewed by Jacqueline C-rennon 
Brooks, Stony Brook, New York

If you've ever asked yourself what 
does constructivism actually mean 
and what does it look like when you 
see it, Fosnot's book may very well 
start you on your own enquiring jour 
ney that will continue long after the- 
last page Her illustrative descriptions

of constructivist pedagogy transform 
the teaching of spelling and arith 
metic, for example, from what are 
often rote activities to ongoing intel 
lectual inquiries. The teaching of 
spelling becomes an investigation 
into the students' rule-governed 
schemes, and the teaching of arith 
metic challenges the most basic as 
sumptions about mathematical learn 
ing. As one of Fosnot's teacher 
education students revealed during a 
lesson in which the class was asked to 
develop a number system using only 
five symbols: ". . . This is embarrass 
ing to admit, but for years I've taught 
children that when you multiply 10 
times anything, you just add a zero to 
the number as a place holder Until 
this moment, I don't think I fully 
understood why" (p. 78).

Fosnot discusses the issue of re 
forming teacher education programs 
to better foster the development of 
teachers as problem posers and solv 
ers, as articulate agents of change Her 
major tenet is that teachers must expe 
rience the content as learners, then 
use that experience as the basis for 
building a pedagogy appropriate to 
the content Using the metaphor of a 
"greening" garden, she shares her 
struggles and those of her students to 
find meaning and make sense of phe 
nomena, materials, events, and en 
deavors. She calls for an unbinding of 
the old categories of traditional aca 
demic disciplines in order that more 
"branching out" can occur, more in 
terdisciplinary thinking can flourish

Intended primarily for teacher edu 
cators, the book holds universal value 
by providing vivid descriptions of the 
teacher practices, student behaviors, 
and interactions common in construc- 
tivist-based learning environments It 
also presents a powerful illustration of 
the implicit values of such an environ 
ment: trust, cooperation, and mutual 
respect

Available from Teachers College 
Press, Columbia University, New York, 
New York.

Contributing to
Educational Change:

Perspectives on Research
and Practices

Edited try Phillip W Jackson 
The National Society for the Study of 

Education, 1988_______
—Reviewed by Don dines. Educational 
Futures Projects, Sacramento. California

Serious students of invitation should 
give high priority to reading Contribut 
ing to Educational Change. This com 
pilation of conference papers offers ex 
citing perspectives on research and 
practice The historical reviews are in 
valuable for those planning reform.

The contributors confront the diffi 
culty of developing effective ties be 
tween educational researchers and 
practitioners and focus again on the 
conditions that prevent change Though 
these are recurring themes in profes 
sional literature, they are given fresh 
insight when placed in the context of 
education for the 1990s

David Cohen presents brilliant 
analyses of teaching as a practice of 
human improvement, the schism be 
tween advocates of learners as pas 
sive or active, and the conservative 
instructional choices made by teach 
ers John Goodlad is at his best when 
he observes that a curriculum is for 
teachers but chariots are for students 
Ralph Tyler illustrates that practition 
ers and researchers can effectively 
work together by recapping the 
eight-year study

The only flaw in this effort is that 
while the authors present an excep 
tional recreation of yesterday and today, 
they fail to provide concrete proposals 
for tomorrow That task remains the 
province of those who are willing to try 
to create new learning systems for the 
21st century.

Available from The National Society 
for the Study of Education. 5835 Kim- 
bark Ave., Chicago. IL 60637.
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