
Our book. The Infusion of African 
and African American Content in the 
School Curriculum ( Milliard et al. 
1990), includes an extensive outline 
and bibliography in the chapter 
"African People in World History" by 
John H. Clarke. One look at this work 
will reveal the huge gap between what 
is known and what is taught about 
people of African descent in the main 
stream curriculum. This bibliography 
provides a model of what must be 
done for Hispanics, American Indians, 
Asians, and other under- or misrepre 
sented groups. It also challenges the

antiminority and antipluralism rhetoric 
that implies that trivial changes in 
existing curriculum are sufficient. By 
trivial changes, I refer to the common 
practice of adding a sprinkling of 
minority individuals to "color" a 
manuscript rather than incorporating 
data on the influence of all human 
groups on major human events.

The Whole Story

Curriculum change must proceed first 
and foremost from the assumption that 
there is truth in the whole of human

experience. Schools must also accept the 
fact that some racial and ethnic groups 
have endured hundreds of years of 
systematic defamation that has distorted, 
denied, and deformed the truth of their 
cultural and historical reality.

A wealth of old, multidisciplinary. 
international, and multiracial literature 
exists that would allow us to find the 
true stories of the roles of all groups in 
human history so that we could 
include them in the school curricu- 
lums. Nothing less than the full truth 
of the human experience is worthy of 
our schools and our children.

The Endangered Black Male Child
WtLUE J. WRIGHT
f   We plight of the African Amer- 

I ican male in America 
.A. continues to be that of an 

endangered species. No support 
group has yet appeared to prevent the 
extinction of this valuable human 
resource. The media provide us daily 
with the facts:

  The leading cause of death 
among black males between the ages 
of 15 and 24 is homicide.

  Black men represent 6 percent of 
the country's population but more 
than 40 percent of the prison popula 
tion.

^   A black man is more than twice 
as likely to be unemployed as an 
Anglo man.

  Some 18 percent of black males 
drop out of high school (Ebony, 
August 1983).

And the list could go on and on. 
Yet, although we often read about 
well-heeled individuals who lead 
groups of influential citizens on

quests to save the 
manatee, crocodile, bald 
eagle, the Everglades, 
Grand Canyon, alligators, 
whales, the petrified 
forest, the Sequoia trees, 
no visible group seems to 
be interested in 
expending any energy to 
save the African-Amer 
ican male.

One astute psycholo 
gist, Spencer Holland, 
advocated creating all- 
black male classes in 
urban schools to be 
taught by black male 
teachers. This call fell 
mostly on deaf ears, until 
a March day in 1987, 
when Washington Post 
syndicated columnist 
William Raspberry 
discussed Holland's ideas 
in one of his articles.

When I read Rasp 
berry's column, I was
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principal of Pine Villa Elementary 
School in South Dade County, 
Florida. Observing Pine Villa's popu 
lation, I saw clearly that some black 
kindergarten children could already 
be easily identified as potential 
dropouts. Spencer Holland's thoughts 
sparked an idea within me: I thought 
to myself, why not?

Providing the Missing Male Factor

A large number of black boys are 
from single parent homes, headed by 
a matriarch, guardian, older sister, 
aunt, or grandmother. If they attend 
Sunday school, they are taught by 
females. Usually the first five grades 
(K-4th) are taught by females. And if 
the principal is female, a female 
teacher sends them to a female prin 
cipal for reprimand and/or punish 
ment when they get in trouble. Their 
inappropriate behavior is reported to a 
female head of household. All of the 
legitimate role models and authority 
figures in the lives of most of these 
boys for the first eight to nine years 
of their lives are female.

These young boys need legitimate 
black male role models in their lives.

And the earlier this can become a 
reality, the better adjusted the black 
male child may become. In those 
cases where African-American males 
are simply not available, for whatever 
reason, then an interested, positive, 
understanding male of another 
ethnicity might be an acceptable 
substitute.

We began a program at Pine Villa 
that emphasized the cultural and 
academic development of the black 
male child at the earliest possible level 
in public school - kindergarten. The 
program aimed to develop a positive 
self-concept within these young boys, 
as well as the motivation to succeed in 
spite of their circumstances.

To test our theory that black male 
children would do better if they were 
exposed to positive male role models, 
especially black males, we unscientif 
ically chose 20 kindergarten black 
males for our project, and gave them 
an African-American male teacher. 
We then chose 23 1st grade black 
males and paired them with a white 
male teacher. Our only requirements 
were that the boys chosen had to be 
currently enrolled at Pine Villa and 
had to be living in a female-headed

household with no available male 
figure in their imrnediate family.

We recruited successful African- 
American males f$ volunteer teacher 
aides to work under the directions of 
the male teachers. Among the volun 
teers were a physician, attorneys, busi 
nessmen, corporate managers, a 
dentist, policemen, ministers, and'mili 
tary officers. They spent from 30 
minutes of a lunch hour to 4 hours a 
day in the classrooms. Some profes 
sionals visited infrequently; others kept 
weekly or monthly time slots.

The program focused on five 
objectives;

  attendance,
  academic achievement.
  formulation and development of 

dyads (partnerships between two 
boys),

  gentlemen's social graces (esprit 
de corps),

  appropriate behavior for school 
life.

A New Esprit de Corps

This program was successful beyond 
our expectations. Out of the 20 kinder- 

Turn to page 16
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Continued from page 15 
garten subjects enrolled, 18 had perfect 
attendance, 1 student was absent 2 
days, and 1 was absent 1 day, both for 
illness. Out of the 23 1 st graders 
enrolled, 22 had perfect attendance and 
1 student missed 2 days.

Students in the "black male" 
kindergarten class scored 7-11 
percent higher on standardized tests 
of sounds and letters than students in 
the regular coeducational class. Their 
mathematics scores were 
8-§ percent higher than those of the 
coeducational class. The 1 st grade 
class scored 4-5 percent higher in 
reading comprehension and 5-7 
percent higher in mathematics than 
their coeducational counterparts.

The formation of dyads within each 
class proved most helpful to the 
students. The children-learned to 
accept responsibility for their actions 
and for their academic success and 
attendance. They were encouraged to 
become their '^brother's keeper"  
members of each dyad exchanged tele 
phone numbers and home addresses. 

. Each boy agreed to call or visit his 
partner at least once per, week after

school hours or weekends to assist the 
other if needed, or just to keep in 
touch. This not only developed esprit 
de corps within each class, but got the 
parents involved with each other for 
the first time.

We taught the children gentlemen's 
social graces and rehearsed them 
daily. We required that these be 
exhibited outside the classroom in 
the corridors, cafeteria, and home as 
well as inside the classroom. We 
taught the boys to say please and 
thank you, and to compliment each 
other's work, clothing, and successful 
efforts to use appropriate language. 
They also had to learn the art of 
disagreeing without hostility or 
confrontation.

Countering Negative Forces

The positive nature of the class 
constantly reinforced students' posi 
tive self-concepts, and a spirit of "I 
know I can." Not a single fight 
occurred in either the kindergarten or 
the 1st grade class. The boys' dining 
etiquette was demonstrated daily in 
the cafeteria.

When we implemented this 
program, Spencer Holland cited it as 
"the only such program in the 
nation." Since then, several school 
districts have attempted versions of 
the idea of all-black male classes. 
Now, the Baltimore and the 
Milwaukee school districts are imple 
menting the idea. The Washington 
Post, Baltimore Times, Milwaukee 
Sentinel, Miami Herald, Education 
Week, New York NewsDay, and Time 
Magazine all have published articles 
discussing the idea of all-black, 
all-male classes.

We must make every effort to 
preserve the African-American male. 
To those who would argue against 
this program, we challenge them to 
"provide a better horse and we will 
ride it." We must hurriedly counter 
the forces that are conspiring to 
destroy the African-American male 
child before his threatened extinction 
becomes a reality.l I

Willie J. Wright is Principal of North 
Glade Elementary School, 5000 N.W. 
177th St., Miami, FL 33055. He serves as 
an Adjunct Professor at Nova University, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL.
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