
Seven Reasons to Try Project Based Learning 
In Setting the Standard for Project Based Learning, John Larmer, John Mergendoller, and Suzie Boss take 
you through the steps of planning, implementing, and assessing rigorous project based learning (PBL). 
Here, they share seven reasons why PBL is an essential approach every teacher should master.

1 PBL makes school more engaging 
for students. Today’s students, 
more than ever, often find school to 
be boring and meaningless. When 
involved in PBL, students are active, 
not passive; a project engages their 
hearts and minds and provides real-
world relevance for learning.

2 PBL improves learning. After 
completing a project, students 
remember what they learn and 
retain it longer than is often the 
case with traditional instruction. 
Students learn content at a deeper 
level and are better able to apply 
what they know and can do to 
new situations.

3 PBL builds competencies for 
college and career readiness. In 
the 21st century workplace, success 
requires more than basic knowledge 
and skills. In PBL, students also learn 
how to take responsibility, build 
confidence, solve problems, work 
collaboratively, communicate ideas, 
and manage themselves effectively.

4 PBL helps address standards.  
The Common Core State Standards 
and other present-day standards 
emphasize critical thinking and the 
application of knowledge and skills. 
PBL is an effective way to meet 
these goals.

5 PBL provides opportunities for 
students to use technology. 
Modern technology—which students 
use so much in their lives—is a perfect 
fit with PBL. Teachers and students 
can connect with experts, partners, 
and audiences around the world, 
find resources, create products, and 
collaborate more successfully.

6 PBL connects students and schools 
with communities and the real 
world. Projects provide students with 
empowering opportunities to make 
a difference in their communities 
and the wider world by solving real 
problems, addressing real issues, and 
exploring potential career interests. 

7 PBL makes teaching more 
enjoyable and rewarding. PBL 
allows teachers to work more closely 

with active, engaged students doing 
high-quality, meaningful work and, in 
many cases, to rediscover the joy of 
learning alongside their students. 

Adapted from Setting the Standard for Project 
Based Learning: A Proven Approach to Rigorous  
Classroom Instruction (pp. 154–155) by John 
Larmer, John Mergendoller, and Suzie Boss.  
© 2015 by ASCD.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCE

NEW! 
Real-World 
Projects:  
How do I design 
relevant and 
engaging learning 
experiences?

Suzie Boss

Discover how to connect academic knowledge to real-world applica-
tion using practical, field-tested strategies for project based learning. 
Expert Suzie Boss explains how to create authentic learning environ-
ments that engage and motivate students while teaching relevant, 
rigorous content and skills. Learn how to plan, assess, and use tech-
nology to support successful projects; incorporate community-based 
issues that put students on the path to active citizenship; and connect 
with real-world experts, allies, and audiences.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2015) 5" x 7 3/4", 48 pages

Print :  
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF115043XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $5.99
Nonmembers: $6.99

NEW! 
Setting the Standard for  
Project Based Learning:  
A Proven Approach to  
Rigorous Classroom  
Instruction

John Larmer, John  
Mergendoller, and Suzie Boss

(ASCD book copublished with Buck Institute 
for Education, 2015) 6” x 9”, 240 pages

Print:  
ASCD Members: $20.95
Nonmembers: $27.95
Stock #: 114017XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $19.99
Nonmembers: $26.99

SAVE 20%  Offer expires July 30, 2015USE PROMO CODE Z171 AT SHOP.ASCD.ORG
ON SETTING THE STANDARD FOR PROJECT BASED LEARNING

Get a sneak peek and read a sample  
from this book at www.ascd.org/ 
settingstandardpbl.

LOOK 
INSIDE!

Online Study Guide Included
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NEW! 
Real-World 
Projects:  
How do I design 
relevant and 
engaging learning 
experiences?

Suzie Boss

Discover how to connect academic knowledge to real-world applica-
tion using practical, field-tested strategies for project based learning. 
Expert Suzie Boss explains how to create authentic learning environ-
ments that engage and motivate students while teaching relevant, 
rigorous content and skills. Learn how to plan, assess, and use tech-
nology to support successful projects; incorporate community-based 
issues that put students on the path to active citizenship; and connect 
with real-world experts, allies, and audiences.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2015) 5" x 7 3/4", 48 pages

Print :  
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF115043XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $5.99
Nonmembers: $6.99

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION
NEW! 

Differentiated Instruction 
Two-Book Set
Carol Ann Tomlinson and 
Tonya R. Moon

This specially priced set contains 
two must-have books that offer 
powerful and practical ways for 
teachers to meet the challenge 
of how to divide their time, re-
sources, and efforts to effectively 
instruct students who have varied 
backgrounds, readiness and skill 
levels, and interests. Together, 
these two books provide a solid 
grounding in differentiation and 
how it can improve learning and 
assessment in all grade levels and 
subject areas.

The Differentiated Classroom: Responding 
to the Needs of All Learners, 2nd Edition 

Assessment and Student Success in a 
Differentiated Classroom

(ASCD book bundle, 2015)  
7 7/8” x 9 7/8”, 157 and 197 pages

NEW!
A Differentiated Approach to the Common 
Core: How do I help a broad range of learners 
succeed with challenging curriculum?

Carol Ann Tomlinson and Marcia B. Imbeau

The leading authority on differentiation, 
Carol Ann Tomlinson, joins education con-
sultant Marcia B. Imbeau to explain how 
to apply the principles of differentiated 
instruction to help academically diverse 
students achieve the goals of the Common 
Core State Standards.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2014) 5" x 7 3/4",  
56 pages

BEST SELLER! 
Leading and Managing a  
Differentiated Classroom

Carol Ann Tomlinson and Marcia B. Imbeau

Carol Ann Tomlinson, the top authority on 
differentiated instruction, teams up with 
educator and consultant Marcia B. Imbeau 
to outfit you with everything you need to 
deal with time, space, materials, groups, 
and strategies in ways that balance con-
tent requirements with multiple pathways 
for learning.

(ASCD Premium, Select, and Institutional Plus 
Member book, 2010) 8" x 10", 188 pages

Go to www.ascd.org/di to read sample 
chapters, watch video clips, and access other 
online resources on differentiated instruction.

Print:  
ASCD Members: $35.95
Nonmembers: $48.95
Stock #: 114094XB9

Print:  
ASCD Members: $21.95
Nonmembers: $28.95
Stock #: 108011XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $20.99 
Nonmembers: $27.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF114076XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $5.99 
Nonmembers: $6.99

Best Books on

CURRICULUM PLANNING
Best Books on

NEW! 
Solving 25 Problems in Unit Design:  
How do I refine my units to enhance  
student learning?

Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins

Curriculum design experts Jay McTighe 
and Grant Wiggins have reviewed 
thousands of curriculum documents and 
unit plans across a range of subjects and 
grades. In this book, they identify and 
describe the 25 most common problems 
in unit design and recommend how to fix 
them—and avoid them—when planning 
new units.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2015) 5" x 7 3/4",  
64 pages

Print: 
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF115046XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members:  $5.99
Nonmembers: $6.99

Understanding by Design® 
and UbD® are registered trade-
marks of Backward Design, LLC 
used under license.

Print: 
ASCD Members: $19.95
Nonmembers: $26.95
Stock #: 109004XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members:  $18.99
Nonmembers: $25.99

BEST SELLER!
Essential Questions: Opening Doors  
to Student Understanding

Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins

The authors of the popular Understanding 
by Design® framework explain why and how 
to use essential questions in all grade levels 
and subjects to unlock the big ideas in your 
curriculum and deepen students’ under-
standing. They provide practical and proven 
guides to help you design effective essential 
questions and use them in daily instruction to 
engage more students in thoughtful practices 
that promote independent learning in all 
grade levels and subjects.

(ASCD Premium, Select, and Institutional Plus 
Member book, April 2013) 8 1/2" x 11", 120 pages

Order Online at shop.ascd.org  |  ASCD MARKETPLACE
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STANDARDS-BASED INSTRUCTION
NEW! 
A Close Look at Close Reading: Teaching 
Students to Analyze Complex Texts,  
Grades 6–12

Barbara Moss, Diane Lapp, Maria Grant, 
and Kelly Johnson

All middle and high school teachers 
need this book to meet the demand 
for teaching students close reading in 
those grades. The authors introduce 
close reading as a tool for unlocking 
meaning and emphasize its role in 
developing the thinking, speaking, and 
writing skills necessary for college and 
career readiness.

(ASCD book, 2015) 7 7/8" x 9 7/8", 240 pages

Teaching the Critical Vocabulary of the 
Common Core: 55 Words That Make or 
Break Student Understanding  

Marilee Sprenger

Instead of wading through long vocab-
ulary lists and drill-and-kill exercises, 
read this book that focuses on the 55 
most critical words from the Common 
Core State Standards that your students 
need to know and use in their everyday 
lives. 

(ASCD book, 2013) 7" x 9", 220 pages

NEW! 
A Close Look at Close Reading: Teaching 
Students to Analyze Complex Texts, Grades K–5

Diane Lapp, Barbara Moss, Maria Grant,  
and Kelly Johnson

New standards demand an instructional 
shift to teaching students close reading 
skills, and teachers need to know what this 
means: the texts to choose, the process to 
follow, the kinds of questions to ask, the 
supports to provide, and the assessment 
strategies to use. That’s where this compre-
hensive book comes in, with timely advice 
and clear guidelines and steps targeted 
especially to elementary school teachers.

(ASCD book, 2015) 7 7/8" x 9 7/8", 200 pages

BEST SELLER! 
The Core Six: Essential Strategies for Achieving 
Excellence with the Common Core

Harvey F. Silver, R. Thomas Dewing, and 
Matthew J. Perini

Discover research-based strategies to help 
you respond to the demands of the new 
standards, particularly the English language 
arts standards that affect every subject area 
and grade level. Six winning instructional 
approaches ensure your lessons reinforce 
college and career readiness.

(ASCD book, 2012) 7" x 9", 89 pages

Best Books on

Print:  
ASCD Members: $22.95
Nonmembers: $30.95
Stock #: 115002XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $21.99 
Nonmembers: $29.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $20.95
Nonmembers: $27.95
Stock #: 113040XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $19.99
Nonmembers: $26.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $22.95
Nonmembers: $30.95
Stock #: 114008XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $21.99
Nonmembers: $29.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $10.95
Nonmembers: $14.95
Stock #: 113007XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $13.99

Online Study Guide Included

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
NEW!
Real Engagement: How do I help my 
students become motivated, confident,  
and self-directed learners?

Allison Zmuda and Robyn R. Jackson

Allison Zmuda and Robyn R. Jackson 
explain the four keys to real engagement: 
clarity, context, challenge, and culture. 
Their smart, concrete strategies for improv-
ing classroom assignments, assessments, 
and environments will help you create 
learning experiences that are rigorous, 
meaningful, and rewarding for your stu-
dents and yourself.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2015) 5" x 7 3/4",  
58 pages

Succeeding with Inquiry in Science  
and Math Classrooms 

Jeff C. Marshall

Teaching in a math or science classroom 
can be a great opportunity to shift the 
focus of instruction away from telling and 
more toward having students do and 
experience academic content. Jeff C. Mar-
shall explains how to plan and implement 
that kind of high-quality instruction by 
combining three practices that have been 
shown to increase students’ critical think-
ing skills—inquiry-based instruction, forma-
tive assessment, and teacher reflection. 

(Copublished book from NSTA and ASCD, 2013) 
8" x 10", 170 pages

Best Books on

Print:  
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF115056XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $5.99 
Nonmembers: $6.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $20.95
Nonmembers: $27.95
Stock #: 113008XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $19.99
Nonmembers: $26.99

ASCD MARKETPLACE  |  1-800-933-ASCD (2723)  or call 1-703-578-9600+1
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NEW!
Engaging Minds in the Classroom:  
The Surprising Power of Joy

Michael F. Opitz and Michael P. Ford

Explore what Michael F. Opitz and Michael 
P. Ford have discovered about planning 
lessons that engage students and enable 
them to truly enjoy learning. The authors 
outline key findings from research on moti-
vation and engagement and offer real-life 
teaching examples from various grades. 
They show how to systematically propel 
students to enjoy using their minds every 
day—and to view themselves as confident 
learners ready to take on the challenges of 
the world.

(ASCD book, 2014) 7” x 9”, 76 pages

BEST SELLER!  
Never Underestimate Your Teachers: 
Instructional Leadership for Excellence in 
Every Classroom

Robyn R. Jackson

This award-winning book is a must-
read for school leaders who want to 
know how to give the right feedback 
to their teachers. Explore a new model 
for instructional leadership with eight 
tools that help you diagnose teacher 
will and skill, develop improvement 
plans for teachers, and manage your 
own schedule.

(ASCD Premium Member book, May 2013)  
6" x 9", 175 pages

SUPPORTING TEACHERS
Best Books on

NEW!
Teacher Teamwork: How do we make it work? 

Margaret Searle and Marilyn Swartz

Transform team meetings and collabora-
tive work from unproductive, wasted time 
into positive teamwork and collective 
problem solving. This book’s easy tips 
and simple steps ensure you create and 
manage highly effective teams that make 
good decisions, focus on student learn-
ing, and sustain mutual support.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2015) 5" x 7 3/4",  
48 pages

NEW!
Retaining New Teachers: How do I support 
and develop novice teachers? 

Bryan Harris

If you hire, train, or mentor new teachers, 
you know there’s a good chance they will 
leave the profession within the first five 
years. It doesn’t have to be that way, and 
Bryan Harris explains why. Learn how to 
create a four-part support system that 
ensures beginning teachers eventually 
thrive as effective practitioners who stay in 
your school.

(ASCD Arias publication, 2015) 5" x 7 3/4",  
47 pages

Print:  
ASCD Members: $12.95
Nonmembers: $16.95
Stock #: 113020XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $11.99
Nonmembers: $15.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF115045XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $5.99
Nonmembers: $6.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $19.95
Nonmembers: $26.95
Stock #: 110028XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $18.99 
Nonmembers: $25.99

Print:  
ASCD Members: $9.99
Nonmembers: $12.99
Stock #: SF115054XB9

E-Book: 
ASCD Members: $5.99
Nonmembers: $6.99

How to Order 
Books and DVDs

For fastest service, order online at 
shop.ascd.org.

Call 1-800-933-ASCD (2723),  
then press 1.

Order Online at shop.ascd.org  |  ASCD MARKETPLACE
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Stress-Busting Strategies for 
Teachers: How do I manage  
the pressures of teaching? 

Stock #: SF114071XB9 

Time to Teach: How do 
I get organized and 
work smarter? 

Stock #: SF114067XB9 

The 5-Minute Teacher: How 
do I maximize time for 
learning in my classroom? 

Stock #: SF113072XB9 

The Resilient Teacher: How do 
I stay positive and effective 
when dealing with difficult 
people and policies? 

Stock #: SF114077XB9 

ADD ASCD ARIAS  
    TO YOUR SUMMER   
        READING LIST

These quick-read books are jam- 
   packed with ideas and solutions  
for everyday classroom challenges.  

PRINT   |   ASCD Members: $9.99   |   Nonmembers: $12.99

E-BOOK   |   ASCD Members: $5.99   |   Nonmembers: $6.99
WWW.ASCD.ORG/ASCDARIAS

ASCD MARKETPLACE  |  1-800-933-ASCD (2723)  or call 1-703-578-9600+1
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Encouragement in the 
Classroom: How do I help 
students stay positive 
and focused?

Stock #: SF114049XB9

Fostering Grit: How do I prepare 
my students for the real world? 

Stock #: SF113075XB9 

Affirmative Classroom 
Management: How do I 
develop effective rules and 
consequences in my school?

Stock #: SF114042XB9 

Grading and Group Work: How 
do I assess individual learning 
when students work together?

Stock #: SF113073XB9 

Teacher Teamwork: How  
do we make it work? 

Stock #: SF115045XB9

Digital Learning Strategies: 
How do I assign and assess  
21st century work? 

Stock #: SF114045XB9

Solving 25 Problems in 
Unit Design: How do I 
refine my units to enhance 
student learning?

Stock #: SF115046XB9

Learning from Coaching: How 
do I work with an instructional 
coach to grow as a teacher?

Stock #: SF114066XB9

WWW.ASCD.ORG/ASCDARIAS

Order Online at shop.ascd.org  |  ASCD MARKETPLACE
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california  +  maryland  

Call 1-800-933-2723 or 1-703-578-9600, then press 1. 
Or visit us online at www.ascd.org/summeracademies.

Why should kids  
have all of the  
fun this summer?

 ASCD Members:  

$749

Join us for two immersive summer learning experiences. 
Start the new school year with an expansive portfolio of 
tools and strategies that will take your practice to the 
next level and inspire your students to reach new heights!

The Strategic Teacher: 
Developing Every Teacher’s 
Instructional Know-How
with Harvey Silver, Tom Dewing,  
and Daniel Moirao

July 30–August 1, 2015 
Sheraton Park Hotel at the  
Anaheim Resort 

 
 

ASCD Connect 21 Camp: 
Becoming a 21st Century 
Teacher, Leader, and School
with Heidi Hayes Jacobs and 
Curriculum 21 Associates

August 6–8, 2015  
Gaylord National Harbor Resort & 
Convention Center 

Harvey Silver Heidi Hayes Jacobs    

Anaheim, CA National Harbor, MD

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
Events: ASCD strives to exceed your expectations for high-quality 
products and service. If within 14 calendar days after the event 
you feel that we have fallen short of this goal, we will give you 
a gift certificate that you can use toward the purchase of any 
ASCD products or a professional development event within 
the next year.
Products: Our goal is to exceed your expectations for quality 
products and service. If within 45 days of receipt you feel that 
we have fallen short of this goal, we will issue you a credit, 
refund, or exchange. 
Please note: E-books and downloadable products are 
nonrefundable and cannot be exchanged. Please purchase 
carefully as all sales of digitally delivered products are final. 

SAVE WITH ASCD TEAM DISCOUNTS!
Events: Get a free registration for every fifth person you 
register from the same school or organization. (Registrations, 
with payment, must be submitted together.)
Books Only: 10–49 copies of a single title, subtract 10%; 50 or 
more copies of a single title, subtract 15%.
For 1,000 or more copies of a single title, call 1-800-933-2723, 
then ext. 5773, or dial direct 1-703-575-5773.

EVENT CANCELLATIONS
If you are unable to attend an event you have registered 
for, contact ASCD by e-mail or regular mail no later than 14 
calendar days prior to the start of the event to request a gift 
certificate, which can be used for ASCD products or events, or a 
refund. After the 14-day timeframe, you are ineligible for a gift 
certificate or refund, but you may send a nonregistered person 
in your place, with registration confirmation or written authori-
zation from you. For all cancellations, there is a $50 processing 
fee for a single institute or academy. E-mail: cancel@ascd.org.

5 EASY 
WAYS TO 
ORDER 

Through ASCD 
Marketplace

ONLINE (fastest service):  
shop.ascd.org

PHONE: Toll-Free 
1-800-933-ASCD (2723) or dial 
1-703-578-9600, then press 1

Hours: Monday–Friday,  
8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. ET

FAX: 1-703-575-5400

E-MAIL: member@ascd.org

MAIL: ASCD, P.O. Box 17035 
Baltimore, MD 21297-8431

REGISTER 
TODAY!

Nonmembers: 

$799

ASCD MARKETPLACE  |  1-800-933-ASCD (2723)  or call 1-703-578-9600+1
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