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57%  
of 18- to 24-year-old citizens 
were registered to vote in the 
November 2012 elections.4 
U.S. Average: 54%      
 

46%  
of 18- to 24-year-old citizens 
voted in those elections.4 

U.S. Average: 41%

of children always cared about 
doing well in school and did all 
required homework during the 
previous month.3 

U.S. Average: 52%

47%

of children live in a neighborhood with sidewalks, 
a library, a recreation center, and a park.3 

U.S. Average: 54%  		      52%

High school students who were 
bullied at school in the past year.2 

U.S. Average: 20% 

21%

High school  
students who were  

victims of cyberbullying.2 

U.S. Average: 15%

15%

71%
of children had both medical 
and dental preventive care 
visits in the past year.3 

U.S. Average: 68% 

16+13+71+K16%
of high school students 
are overweight.2 

U.S. Average: 17%

 
	13%
of high school students 
are obese.2  
U.S. Average: 14%

48+34+33+17+7
Black: 48%
U.S. Average: 39%

Hispanic: 34%
U.S. Average: 33%

Multi-racial: 33%
U.S. Average: 23%

White: 17%
U.S. Average: 14%

Asian: 7%
U.S. Average: 14%

children in poverty by race1

22%23%

To be prepared for well-paying 
jobs and lifelong learning, Ohio’s 
children need personalized support, 
safe environments, good health, and 
challenging learning opportunities. 
The following data highlight how 
well the comprehensive needs of 
Ohio’s children are being met and 
show how the state compares with 
all other states. The action steps 
present initial ideas for how Ohio 
citizens can make targeted and  
innovative improvements that  
equip the state’s students with  
the knowledge and skills they need 
to become productive, self-suffi-
cient adults who help Ohio create a 
robust economy. 
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Visit www.ascd.org/wholechild.

Percentage of children 

by head of household’s 
education attainment level1

 

 

Student-to-counselor ratio 

Percentage of public school 
students scoring proficient  
or higher on the 2013 National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP)6
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H e a lt h y
   Provide all children with access to health services that promote their physical, 

mental, and social well-being and reduce non-academic barriers to learning.

   Ensure that students are ready to learn by providing them with healthy 
meals and a school schedule that correlates with their biological and 
developmental needs.

SAFE  
   Make schools a safe haven for students and the wider community.

   Ensure that schools provide students with safe environments that improve 
academic performance, teach social and emotional skills, are bully-free, and 
enhance positive character traits.

ENGAGED    
   Promote meaningful school and family partnerships.

   Develop partnerships between schools, community groups, and businesses 
so that students receive real-world learning experiences that match their 
interests and needs.

SUPPORTED       
   Collaborate across sectors to provide children with a safety net of 

coordinated services that enhance their growth and development from birth 
through young adulthood.

   Simplify ways to connect families with an array of services such as tutoring, 
child care, health care, family supports, and adult education.

CHALLENGED        
   Develop students’ critical thinking, problem solving, and collaborative skills so 

that they have the flexibility to thrive in the dynamic 21st century workforce.

   Prepare students to become “whole adults” and active citizens who 
demonstrate empathy, give back to their communities, and become 
lifelong learners. 

The American School 
Counselor Association 
recommends a ratio no 
greater than 250 to 1.5

82+89+87+69+68+63
4th Grade Reading 8th Grade math

Ohio 37% 40%

United States 34% 34%

All: 82%
U.S. Average: 81%

Asian: 89%
U.S. Average: 89%

 White: 87%
U.S. Average: 87%

 Hispanic: 69%
U.S. Average: 75%

American Indian: 68%
U.S. Average: 70%

Black: 63%
U.S. Average: 71%

Meeting students’ comprehensive needs requires sustained 
collaboration and coordination well beyond the schoolhouse doors. Below 
are initial recommendations for how Ohio’s educators, parents, community 
members, and policymakers can support the whole child. 
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12+19+10+49+10 12%  

19%  

10%  49%  

10% 

Ohio 
ranks 36  
among the 50 states.5

  Graduate Degree
       U.S. Average: 12%

  Bachelor’s Degree
       U.S. Average: 19%

  Associate’s Degree
       U.S. Average: 9%

  High School Diploma/GED
       U.S. Average: 46%	  

  Not a high school graduate
       U.S. Average: 14%	   
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